Abstract. Students' lateness to school is one of the challenges faced by school administrators. This research therefore investigated the factors responsible for students' lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools. The influence of moderating variables of sex, years of teaching experience and educational qualification on the respondents' expressions was also considered. The study is descriptive in nature and sampled 200 Nigerian teachers in elementary schools. An instrument titled 'Factors Responsible for Lateness to School Questionnaire (FRLSQ' was adopted to gather data. The descriptive and inferential statistics were used as methods of data analysis. It was revealed that the factors responsible for students' lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools are poor preparation for school, going late to bed, distance of school from home, high level of poverty, peer pressure, single parenting among others. It is concluded that the factors responsible for lateness to school are enormous. Practical solutions were therefore recommended.
INTRODUCTION ~ Punctuality is the key to
any goal-driven organization such as the school. Unpunctuality of students in school has generated lots of concern among stakeholders in the Nigerian society. The school, which is basically established to make individuals learn irrespective of gender, ethnic group or religion, requires these individuals to arrive at school as at when due. This implies that no meaningful activity can take place in school with the occurrence of students' lateness.
Lateness generally refers to a situation in which a person arrives a place at a time later than the stipulated time. It is the inability of an individual to be at a place at an agreed time. According to Lauby (2009) , lateness in the school context, is when a student get to school at the time exceeds the official time. Literarily, lateness to school refers to a situation whereby a student gets to school when the appropriate time for such as elapsed.
According to Breeze and Markey (2010) , lateness can be likened to tardiness that is, not quick in carrying out a task hence, not able to meet up with the scheduled time.
It is also expressed as being late for any Kabir A. Adegunju, Eniola K. Ola-Alani & Lydia A. Agubosi, Factor Responsible for Students' Lateness… [186] observable period that exceeds the stated time.
Lateness to school is like a cancer that impedes the development and hinders the achievement of academic goals (Maile & Olowoyo, 2017) . It has been observed that students' lateness is on the increase of indiscipline and this has eaten deep into the Nigerian society (Odebode, 2019) .
Students no longer take punctuality in school as they should. The official arrival time for students at school in Nigeria is 7.30 a.m. unfortunately, many students can still be sighted walking around the streets by 9-9.30; they walk around communities unconcerned. The school are doing all they could to curb this act but it seems the effort has no noticeable effect, thus, making lateness to school on the increase. This in turn culminates to increase in the turning out of half-baked graduates at all educational institutions in the society. The causes of lateness among students seem to be unclear with many submissions being made by stakeholders.
There are many factors that could make a student get late or develop the habit of getting late to school. This could range from sleeping late, poor preparation for school, school factor, illness, economic influence and family background among others, films at night (Marwan, 2014) 
METHOD

Research Design
Since this study investigated the Factors [192]
The Table 6 . Group 1 with a mean score of 65.30 slightly differed from Group 2 with a mean score of 65.72. These groups differed significantly from group 3 with mean score 67.28. All the groups differed from one another, but the significant difference noted was because of the mean of Group 3, hence, the significant difference noted in the ANOVA on Table 6 was brought about by secondary school students whose father had postgraduate degree. Therefore, the hypothesis was rejected.
DISCUSSION
The finding of this study showed that the factors responsible for students' lateness to Similarly, the findings of this study tally with that of Shapira-Lishchinsky (2007) found that teachers perceived the causes of students' lateness to school as lack of strict discipline in school and at home. This could be that lateness to school is rampant among students. Therefore, teachers could easily observe and express the factors responsible for students' lateness to school. More so, teachers were close to students, they could infer the causes of lateness among students. 
